


2

Over the next few weeks we will learn 
about holidays around the world. Each 
day I will feature unique customs and 

traditions in 14 different counties! 

December 1 ðItaly

December 3 ðEngland

December 4 ðFrance

December 7 ðGermany

December 8 ðMexico

December 10 ðHanukkah

December 11 ðSweden

December 14 ðKwanzaa

December 15 ðDiwali

December 17 ðAustralia 

December 18 ðRussia 

December 21 ðCanada 

December 22 ðEid al-Fitr

December 23 ðChinese New Year

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Dn8oDReDFn4




December 6thςSt. Nicholas Day 
Leave out a sock or a plate for each child to 
be filled with sweets. 

December 25thςChristmas Day. Children 
write letters to their parents telling them 
how much they love them. The letters are 
decorated and tied with ribbon, and then 
read after Christmas dinner. 

January 6thςla Befanacomes to visit. She is 
a friendly witch who brings presents and 
candy to good children.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tdIhH1A0nwU
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Children in England count down the 

days until Christmas on an advent 

calendar. Each day they open a new 

door to find a treat inside. 

Carolers go door to door 

ringing bells and singing 

Christmas songs. Many dress 

up in costumes from the past.

On Christmas Eve, children 
lay their stockings across the 
end of their beds before they 
go to sleep. They wait to see 
in the morning what Father 
Christmas has put inside.



For dessert on Christmas, they 
have Christmas pudding.

It has coins hidden inside of it!  
Christmas Crowns and Crackers 

Everyone gets a Christmas cracker 
at dinner.  When they pull the ends, 

it makes a cracking sound. Inside 
are tiny toys, candy, and sometimes 
a paper crown. There is also a riddle 

or a joke inside each one! 

Christmas Cards 
originated in England
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Christmas is celebrated the 

entire month of December! 

December 6thðSt. 

Nicholas Day is where he 

fills their shoes with candy. 

Festival of Lights ðIt is a 4-day festival, color lights 

illuminate the town. People put candles in their windows 

and buildings are decorated with strands of lights. 

Christmas Eve dinner can 

last hours! They serve 13 

desserts! Then they 

remain out on the table 

for three days. Everyone 

has a small bite of each 

one in order to have good 

luck in the coming year. 


